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NAWIC Pledge
As material for the construction of our buildings,
I pledge the agility of my hands,
the ability of my mind,
and the integrity of my heart.

NAWIC Core Purpose
To enhance the success of women
in the construction industry.

NAWIC Core Values
Believe in ourselves as women
Persevere with the strength of our convictions
Dare to move into new horizons

Calendar of Events
Business Meeting - Karen Ensley
January 16, 2020 5:30 pm
Diamond Oaks
Board of Directors Meeting
February 11, 2020; 5:30 pm
Weaver Office
Business Meeting – Cindy Hatchell
February 20, 2019; 5:30 pm
Diamond Oaks

President’s Message

January 2020

Ladies,
Welcome to 2020! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday
season and rang in the New Year in grand style.
Apart from Board Meeting this past Tuesday, the first meeting
of the New Year will be a Forum 2020 Committee meeting Tuesday,
January 14th at 5:30 at Julia Campbell’s offices at 3228 South Freeway.
We want to make this a Forum to remember and WE NEED YOUR
HELP. I encourage you to attend and find out how you can help. Please
RSVP to Julia julia@juliaandnolan.com by noon on Monday if you
would like to attend the committee meeting.
As we enter the New Year it is time for several construction
trade shows in DFW. NAWIC has been invited by a couple of different
ones to set up an information booth free of charge. The board discussed
that our attendance would promote NAWIC’s National strategy of
“Increasing marketing to elevate the awareness of NAWIC.” We will be
looking for volunteers to take shifts in manning these booths. The first
event is the NAMC-DFW Business Opportunity meeting in Fort Worth
on February 11, 2020. If you are interested in helping promote NAWIC
and our Chapter, please let me know.
On a different note, I am pleased to announce that the
foundation awarded three scholarships to UTA Construction
Management students for the Spring 2020 semester. Two of these ladies
attended our Christmas party. I sincerely hope you will get the
opportunity to get to know them over the upcoming months, as they
have all expressed an interest in NAWIC.
Finally, a couple of “Save the Dates”. The Golf Tournament
has been set for April 27th and The Ruffolution has been set for October
24, 2020. Again, we need your help to make these events successful, so
please watch for committee meetings and ways to get involved!
Sincerely,
VaLissa Padgett
2019-2020 Chapter President
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Membership & Friendship
Whitney Lampe & Kendra James
The Fort Worth Chapter

December Birthdays

January Birthdays

Sandra Strevel – 12/7
Dena Rowland – 12/10
Karolene Pittman – 12/16

Jessie Mitchell – 1/7
Lori Donnell – 1/10

Make sure to attend the meeting on January 16th to get
your amazing birthday gift!

NAWIC Anniversaries
Charlotte Cox

3 years

Jodi Snow

3 years

Leslie Shurtleff

1 year

Frances Loyd

42 years

Traci Robinson

12 years

Alichia Deatherage

8 years

VaLissa Padgett

5 years

Celeste Greene

2 years

Kendra James

1 year

Congratulations and thank you for your dedication!
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Thank you to everyone who attended our Christmas
Meeting and participated in our donation to Cook
Children’s Medical Center!
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SPOTLIGHT
Kendra James

Kendra is a Fort Worth gal - born and raised! She described her life as
“one of a gypsy”, always moving from place to place, mostly between Burleson
and Granbury, yet not venturing too far out of the metroplex. One of her earliest
influences in construction was her dad. Observing the building of the homes in
Mira Vista, Kendra gained keen insight into the process and “how to” of building.
She started a career move into nursing, however the circumstances of life
brought her back to the business of construction, where she has been ever since.
Kendra spent five years working for Habitat for Humanity in Fort Worth, then
moved to work in the oil fields where she was introduced to the world of
equipment. She later moved back to Fort Worth and currently works for H & E
Equipment. She loves the prospect and challenge of continually learning about
different types of equipment, but her favorite aspect of her work is the people.
She described her workday as “stimulating and exciting, always on the move”.
She joined NAWIC a little over a year ago. Having always worked in the
construction field, she was used to working with men but wanted to meet and
learn from women. From her first meeting, Kendra knew she was in a group of
dynamic and multi-faceted women that had the potential to be invaluable in
business and as friends.
Her hobbies are hiking and gardening and she loves exotic, rare
houseplants.
For all her accomplishments in her career, she doesn’t hesitate to say that her
greatest accomplishment, and her pride and joy, are her two beautiful daughters.

Congratulations, Kendra!!!
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Fort Worth Chapter #1 Invites You TO Attend

Please join us this month for a mini lien and bond claim boot camp. Karen Ensley will give us the
highlights of when and how to give notice of non-payment on a construction project. Learn how to
protect your right to be paid and how to combat an improper or untimely notice. Karen will throw in
some levity while we’re at it.

MENU
BBQ Themed Buffet with Smoked Brisket and Chicken
Cole Slaw and Baked Beans.
(Pickles, Peppers, Onions and BBQ Sauce included.)
Fresh Bread
Peach Cobbler

January 16, 2020
OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
5821 Diamond Oaks Drive N
Fort Worth, TX 76117
NETWORKING 5:30 PM - DINNER 6:00 PM

$30 PER PERSON (Cash, Check, CC by the Square)
PLEASE R.S.V.P NO LATER THAN JANUARY 14, 2020
Dena Rowland 817-688-2961 or via email NAWICFWRESERVATION@GMAIL.COM
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News & Events
Block Kids
We had a wonderful time at our Block Kids Event. Our competition was held on
December 12, 2019 at EM Daggett Elementary. We had 12 children participate this year. Our
winner was Brooklyn Terry. She is a 4th grader who built a building for people to relax in. Her
building consisted of a tower with a top that branched out to overlook a river. The Second Place
winner was 4th grader Josh Miller and the Third Place price went to 2nd grader William Wapach.
I would like to thank the judges and volunteers, Lara and Andy Siegal, Kathryn Oestricher,
VaLissa Padgett and Jennifer Mack. I would also like to thank our sponsors Ridgemont
Commercial Construction who donated our First Prize and Brettco Roofing for donating our
Pizza Party.
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Lamar Career Day
Lamar High School is starting to plan their annual career day for their young ladies. We had
several NAWIC members from the Fort Worth Chapter participate last year. This event is being
held during Women's History month to inspire women empowerment for young ladies. The
mission for this event is to provide guidance for the young ladies in order to Educate, Engage,
and Empower them be great leaders for the future. The program consists of guest
speakers and activities to help establish important lessons for lasting impressions.
If you would like to participate, take a moment and complete a short registration/participation
form. You can access the form by clicking the link
https://forms.gle/YC4WYaW6fHUKdK8u7
Empowering Women Career Day
Where: Lamar Library Reference Room
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Time: 8:00 am – 10:30 am
Overall Goal of Career Day at Lamar – Give the kids a vision for their future that may be unlike
any they have imagined. Many kids don’t have family members who have gone to college or
been successful in the business world and you, as speakers, are living examples.
General Information
Audience - high school girls (14-18 year olds)
Panel discussion format (informal)
Recommended dress – Work uniform preferred or business casual
Helpful Hints for Presentation










Summarize your personal path to professional success – you can talk about some of
your own struggles, mentors, school decisions, making good choices. Kids love stories,
so tell your own story or give examples of another’s successes/failures that may be
helpful
Describe what a typical day/week/month looks like for you
Give general/industry information regarding salary ranges – They will ask you how
much “you” make
Career opportunities within your company other than your position (i.e. I am the
General Manager of a hotel, but we also have security, maintenance, sales, chef, etc.)
If you are an entrepreneur/business owner - how does this differ from working for a
company? Risks vs. Rewards of being self-employed
What options do the students have within your chosen career/industry (i.e. for
attorneys – criminal law, bankruptcy law, corporate law, etc.)
Suggested skill set and educational path from high school to PhD
Networking tips – professional associations, college associations, etc.
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SAVE THE DATE
The National Association of Women in
Construction Fort Worth Chapter’s
36th Annual Golf Tournament

April 27, 2020
Details Coming Soon Get Ready to
Come Out and Play
To be held at Diamond Oaks
Country Club
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NAWIC SHIRT ORDERS
Silk Touch Performance
Sport Polo - Ladies' - Embroidered
$20 Each (includes sales tax)
Orders due by Feb. 7, 2020
Proceeds benefit Ways & Means

This Port Authority® polo is made of 4oz, 100% double knit cationic polyester.
•

Performance fabric is moisture wicking,
snag resistant and has PosiCharge technology.
•

•

Features a self-fabric Johnny collar and open cuffs.

•

Sizes: XS-4XL.

•

No charge for upsizing!

Your price includes embroidery on the left chest. Logo can be black
or white, your choice.
•

•

See colors and order form on following pages.
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NAWIC Fort Worth
Embroidered Logo Polo Shirt Order Form
Member Name (Print)

Select the colors, sizes (SX-4XL), and quantity you want below.
The logo can be black or white, your choice.
All orders are due by Friday, Feb. 7, 2020. We will NOT place another
order this year.
Color

Size Logo Qty.

Color

Red

Brilliant Blue

Maroon

Teal Green

Pink Raspberry

Dark Green

Bright Purple

Lime

Steel Gray

Neon Yellow

Royal Blue

Neon Orange

Navy

White

Carolina Blue

Black
Total Shirts

Card Type (circle one)
Card Number

Size

Logo

Qty.

x
$20 =
Payment due at time of order.
For Payment by Credit Card
MC
Visa

Amex

Name on Card
Expiration Date _________Zip Code __________

CVV_______

Signature

Payment Received
Entered on Recap

For Committee/Chapter Use Only
By
Date
_____________________ Cash

Paid Via
Check CC
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NAWIC Annual Forum
NAWIC South Central Region Annual Forum
Hosted by the Fort Worth Chapter
April 17 – 18, 2020
The Worthington Hotel

Our Forum is fast approaching and there are still many items to discuss. There will be a
committee meeting on Tuesday, January 14 at 5:30 p.m. We will meet at my office at 3228
South Freeway, Fort Worth, TX 76110. Director Jennifer VanBreda has posted information on
the region website: nawicsouthcentralregion.org with more to come.
All are welcome to bring your ideas and talent to make this a successful event for our
region. Please send me an email to let me know if you would like to attend. Drinks and snacks
will be provided.
Julia Campbell
Forum 2020 Coordinator
817-821-9600 – cell
Julia@juliaandnolan.com
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WIC Week
Women in Construction Week
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
MARCH 3rd @ 6 p.m. Team Building Event
Where : Red Door Escape Room
2600 W 7th Street Suite 114
Fort Worth, TX 76107
You have exactly 60 minutes to solve the clues and escape the room. Collaborate with our group to get out …

March 5th 5:30 -7:30 Meet & Greet Membership Drive
Where: Bobcat of Fort Worth
5633 Mark IV Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76131
(More Details Later)

March 7th 7:45am-3pm Trinity Habitat for Humanity
(Community Event)
Where: 1419 Stewart St. Fort Worth, TX 76104
IMPORTANT: Please only sign up for this event if you know you will be able to attend. We have limited
volunteer slots available and need everyone that commits to volunteer to show up. We are counting on you to build
this home! Please arrive on-time and stay for the entire project.
Build Day Details:•Check-in Time: 7:45 am •Safety Speech: 8:00 am
•Lunch: 11:45 am - 12:30 pm (lunch will be provided by NAWIC)
You will be helping us build a home. Depending on where we are in our build schedule, you may be helping with
framing, siding, installing windows, painting, or any number of other tasks. No construction experience required!
Our helpful Cornerstone Construction Leaders will teach you everything you need to know.
Check-in: Please check-in at your assigned house. Arriving at or before 7:45 am for check-in is important and allows
us to stay on schedule.

What to wear: Comfortable clothing which you don’t mind getting dirty, and close-toed shoes. NO
sandals or flip-flops.
Please RSVP and let me know which event you are attending Tracie.garner@insurica.com
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Committee Reports
Professional Development
If you would like to speak at one of our meetings this year, or know of a speaker that everyone
would enjoy, please contact Kathy Hergesell, 817-999-4336; kathy@knighterosioncontrol.com

PR/Marketing
I still need short video clips or quotes from members on what NAWIC means to you (I don't
have any!). Videos can be super short and emailed or texted to me. Quotes will be worked in
with pictures from chapter events. Everything will be compiled into a video for the PR
Marketing Video Contest. Please submit to me by March 1st.

Design Drafting
The competition is in full swing! We have four high school students competing this
year. Judging will be held in late February and the local winner will be announced at the March
meeting. If you know someone who would like to judge, please let me know.

January Education Spot
We try and take a little time each month to educate our members about NAWIC. Did you know
that our Membership offers some great benefits? This month we will be discussing those
benefits. Come and join us and find out a little more about them.
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Volunteer Opportunities
VOLUNTEER NOW TO IMPACT THE LIVES OF FUTURE ENGINEERS
We are making a last push for volunteers for Future City Competition on 257 January. Both technical
(judges) and non-technical (coordinators) volunteers can apply.
More than 100 teams of elementary and middle school students have been working hard on their future
city designs. Their imagination and innovation in tackling the real-world problems is inspiring.
Take a few minutes to sign-up … then help us spread the word.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
1. The Future City Competition
o City Model and Presentation Judge – (Jan 25) On-site judging (UTA), approx 6
hours (enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTX/Judge)
2. Future City Junior
o City Model Judge – (Jan 25) On-site judging (UTA), approx 3 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTXJunior/Judge)
3. Event Coordination & Support
o All volunteers welcome – (Jan 24 & 25) On-site (UTA), timing
flexible https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTX/Volunteer
For additional information: http://www.dfwfuturecity.org/part_vols.html or contact Jean
Eason, regional@dfwfuturecity.org.
Jean Eason, NTX Regional Coordinator, Future City Competition
.
SIGN-UP NOW AND SEE THE FUTURE!
North Texas conducts two parallel activities:
 The Future City Competition – the original DiscoverE middle-school program, and
 Future City Junior – pioneered by NTX to introduce 4-5th graders to engineering.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
1. The Future City Competition
o SimCity Virtual Judge – (Nov-Dec) On-line judging, approx 4 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTX/Judge)
o Essay Virtual Judge – (Dec) On-line judging, approx 4 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTX/Judge)
o City Model and Presentation Judge – (Jan 25) On-site judging (UTA), approx 6 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTX/Judge)
2. Future City Junior
o Essay Virtual Judge – (Dec) On-line judging, approx 4 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTXJunior/Judge)
o City Model Judge – (Jan 25) On-site judging (UTA), approx 3 hours
(enroll: https://secure.futurecity.org/NorthTXJunior/Judge)
For additional information: http://www.dfwfuturecity.org/part_vols.html or contact Jean
Eason, regional@dfwfuturecity.org.
Jean Eason, NTX Regional Coordinator, Future City Competition
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Foundation News
NAWIC Fort Worth Chapter 1 Foundation
We are happy to announce we have awarded three scholarships to UTA Construction
Management students for the spring term. Please watch for these ladies at upcoming events as
they have all expressed an interest in NAWIC.
Sharon Murphy is planning a Camp NAWIC event for next summer and we have earmarked
funds to cover initial expenses. Other chapters across the country have hosted these events with
great success generating interest among young women to consider careers in our industry. If you
have ideas or suggestions to make this a successful event, please contact Sharon. We are always
seeking fresh ideas in our efforts to generate interest in construction, so perhaps you would
consider serving on her committee.
To learn more about your Foundation, contact myself, VaLissa Padgett, Shelie Gaffron, Lori
Donnell or Sharon Murphy for more information.
Thank you.
Julia Campbell
President

Foundation Board
President: Julia Campbell
Secretary: Shelie Gaffron
Treasurer: VaLissa Padgett
Trustees: Lori Donnell
Sharon Murphy
Karen Weatherford
Martina Wisherd
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Corporate Sponsorships
Talk to your company about our new
sponsorships – You choose your benefits!
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Gold Sponsor - Weaver
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Gold Sponsor - Steele & Freeman
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Silver Sponsor – Bobcat of Dallas
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Ways & Means Sponsor
SRT Equipment
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Bulletin Patrons

Rebecca D. Turner ChFC®
FOUNDER/MANAGING PARTNER

New Sponsorship Packages Available!!
For information contact:
Dena Rowland, drowland@steelefreeman.com

Advertise in the Blueprint – Contact nawic-ftw@att.net for more info
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2019 – 2020
Fort Worth Chapter #1
South Central
Regional Director
& National Board
Director:
Jennifer VanBreda

National
President:
Diane Mike

Board
Members:

President:
VaLissa Padgett
President-Elect: Sharon Murphy
Vice President: Sharon Murphy
Secretary:
Riley Seahorn
Treasurer:
Jennifer Murphy
Immediate Past President:
Lori Donnell
Parlamentarían: Shelie Gaffron
Directors: Wendy Chance
Kristen Clarke
Kathy Hergesell
Kendra James
Marie Revere
Karen Weatherford

Committee Chairs:
Audit: Julia Campbell
Badges & Reservations: Suzanne Brenish/Dena Rowland
Block Kids/Career Days: Sharon Murphy
Blueprint Editor: Kristen Clarke/Jillian Giles
Bylaws/Chapter Manual: Karolene Pittman
Committee Coordinator: Sharon Murphy
Construction Industry/Safety: Jennifer Murphy
Design Drafting: Lori Donnell/Reyna Munoz-Castillo
Membership/Friendship: Kendra James/Whitney Lampe
NEF Liaison: Shelie Gaffron
New Member: Riley Seahorn
NFW Foundation Liaison: Karen Weatherford
Professional Development: Kathy Hergesell/Karen Ensley
PR/Marketing: Lori Donnell
Strategic Plan: Riley Seahorn
Ways & Means: Shelie Gaffron/Jessie Mitchell
WIC Week: Traci Garner Davis

Contact Info:
President, VaLissa Padgett
valissa.padgett@weaver.com

Bulletin Editors
Kristen Clarke
kristen.clarke1993@gmail.com
Jillian Giles
jillianhollis@gmail.com
P. O. Box 162315
Fort Worth, Texas 76161
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NAWIC Fort Worth Chapter #1
P.O. Box 162315
Fort Worth, Texas 76161
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